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Crystal Palace Campaign - June 2009 
 
 
Crystal Palace Park - a few pictures to remind us of the state of the 
Park 
 
      

  CRUMBLING MASONRY 
 

 FENCED OFF TERRACES (for safety) 
 

 HOLES IN (a remaining) STATUE 
 



  2 

 SPHYNX STYLE RUBBISH BIN 
 

 FENCED OFF STAIRWAY 

 TWISTED CANADA GATE 
 

 
CONCRETE - just what's needed in a park! 
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This is only a small selection of pictures to illustrate what a dire state the 
park is in.  Protagonists - there are many - of the Master Plan regeneration 
recognise that the once amazing Crystal Palace Park is literally crumbling.  
Some help is at hand - I hear that temporary, remedial work is planned 
soon for the subway... before another park feature is lost.  The statues are 
mostly long gone - many destroyed and others sold off in the 1950s (I 
found the location of one such, by accident - see the website). 
 
Examples of other dysfunction are not hard to find.  The Park has very 
limited and poor toilet facilities, rough pathways, steep slopes, concrete 
walkways accessible only by steps and limited play areas for children.  This 
discourages whole sections of potential Park users – including the very 
young, people with pushchairs, older people, disabled people and 
wheelchair users.  All these problems and many more are addressed by the 
Master Plan scheme. 
 
 
Master Plan - Outline Planning Permission, Call-in Inquiry 
 
A recent note sent out from the Inquiry organisers changed the location of 
the Inquiry: 
 
(1) Start - 7th July 2009; 10:00 - 17:00, with 1 hour for lunch - 20 days 
sitting allowed 
 
(2) Location -  the Salvation Army Hall, Westow Street (near Sainsburys), 
Upper Norwood SE19 3AF 
 
(3) Inquiry website - http://www.persona.uk.com/crystalpalace/index.htm 
(set up by Persona) 
 
 
Additional Speakers 
 
In the last bulletin I mentioned that 'an important allowance was stated 
namely that people other than the "Rule 6" protagonists could speak if they 
wished...' . This is an important feature of the Inquiry and it also allows for 
"representation", rather than appearing and speaking yourself. 
 
The programme form for speakers and others has a section (Item 4)  to 
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nominate a representative.  This is done primarily to reduce repetition 
of the same points and hence to save Inquiry time. 
 
If you would like me to speak as your representative, I would be happy to 
do so. You will need to nominate me to speak on your behalf.  I will simply 
speak in support of the proposed scheme along the lines indicated in 
previous bulletins using the facts of the scheme and expressing the desire 
not to miss this "chance of a generation" to make our Park the marvellous, 
welcoming place it should be.  The principle aim is to urge the Inquiry 
Officer to recommend its acceptance by the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, the Rt Hon John Denham MP 
(replacing Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP). 
 
The more people I represent at the inquiry, the better. So please do 
consider giving me your mandate. It's easy to do. 
 
Here's how: I have attached the "Programme Form" (it can also be 
downloaded from the Inquiry website as a .doc or .pdf document).  It 
needs to be posted or emailed to Chris Banks the Programme Officer by 
Friday 26 June 2009 - earlier if possible: 
 
Chris Banks (Programme Officer) 

Post: 

Persona Associates West Point Springfield Road Horsham West Sussex 
RH12 2PD 

Tel: 01403 253148 Fax: 01403 217790 Mobile: 07817 322750 

Email: 

ChrisBanks@personaassociates.co.uk 

For the form, fill in (as well as other required details): 
 
Item 4 - Representative: 
Name: Ray Sacks 
Address: 1 Mowbray Road, Upper Norwood London SE19 2RJ 
Telephone: 07951 750 666 
Item 7: 
Cross in the box to indicate support for the Scheme. 
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If you choose to do this please post or email a copy to me, so that I have a 
record of nominations. 
 
This would greatly strengthen the hand of supporters of the scheme who 
were in the majority i.e. about three quarters of the people who attended 
the exhibitions - particularly the final exhibition of the scheme just before 
submission to Bromley Council (who approved it  last December). 
 
Time is running out - I'm sure we are all aware of the stakes.  Thank you in 
anticipation of your nomination. 
 
Regards 
 
Ray. 
 
 
 


